
by Tommy Kortman

Last month, we had a first time winner in our 
theme contest. Charlie Lockard took home the 
“Service With a Smile” honors with his striking 
1/48 scale Junkers JU52/3m tri-motor aircraft. 

Charlie has been a member of the club for at least 10 
years now, and is a consistent fixture at our meetings. Char-
lie says he started building models around the age of 12 or 
so. The bug really bit hard after he and his family moved in 
behind a local hobby shop. Before long, young Charlie was 
working in the hobby shop. This was only the first of many 
hobby shops Charlie has worked in. Now there is an un-
substantiated rumor that at one time early in his modeling 
career young Charlie actually built a model car or two, but 
as of yet, these rumors can not be corroborated. It seems it 
was a short stint in cars, because Charlie has been building 
military subjects ever since. 
Now, like most of us, Charlie took a modeling sabbati-

cal right after high school, but unlike most of us who stop 

building because we discovered cars and girls, Charlie 
stopped building because he joined the Marine Corps. Ooh-
Rah!! Charlie joined the Corps. in 1982. He was deployed 
to Lebanon two times. He was initially deployed from Feb 
to May ’83 and then again after the Marine Corps barracks 
bombing from Oct. 83 to Jan. 84. Charlie separated from the 
Corps, in 1986. 
One more, quick, 

note about Charlie. It 
was Charlie that se-
cured the very first 
location for the BIG 
SIT, for the car guys. 
Thanks Charlie!!
Ok, on to the 

model. Charlie built Revell’s Pro-Modeler Junkers JU52/3m. 
He says that this was when Revell actually produced good 
models. The model is built box stock with no modifications 
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June is here and it is time for the 
annual Gold, Silver and Bronze 

contest. I will not be at the meeting be-
cause of a previous commitment. (He’s 
taking a cruise…again!)
Tommy will be running the meet-

ing hope you treat him with respect. 
We had a good turnout at the May 
meeting with two new potential mem-
bers. Hopefully they come back with 
models this month. There will not be a 
theme contest or seminars this meet-
ing because it is contest night.

 Memorial Day has passed and 
it now the official opening of the 
summer season. The weather gods 
are predicting a hot spell for the last 
week of May. Model building will be 
slowing; The Spring show season is 
slowly coming to an end. The 2013 
IPMS/USa National Convention--The 
Thin-air Nationals are being held 
on aug 14th thru aug 17th in Love-
land Colorado. I know there will be 
more shows and contests in the fall 
though. 
i will be back for the July 5th 

meeting. yes, there is a meeting even 
though it will be held on a four-day 
Holiday weekend.
July”s monthly contest will be 

Groovy (That 60’s Show). Tommy will 
have information at the meeting.
Well, that’s it for this month. I 

have to get ready for my Trip. See 
you in July. Now let’s hand this over 
to Tommy. I gotta get my camera and 
floaties together. Bob D

Now heres 
Tommy!!!!!!!!! 

Thanks again for that lovely, 
albeit short, column. I guess you 

can’t wait to get on that boat huh? 

anyway, as our fearless leader so 
briefly mentioned, this month is the 
annual GSB contest. (That’s Gold, 
Silver, and Bronze for those of you who 
don’t habla) This is our annual judged 
contest meeting. Members may bring 
up to three (3) models to enter into the 
contest. a team of judges will be…uh…
judging the models against a standard 
rather than against the other models. 
Hence it is possible for multiple medals 
to be awarded. If there are 10 models 
worthy of Gold, then 10 Golds will be 
awarded. 
i will be asking a few of you to be 

judges, so you are fair warned. 
also to reiterate what Uncle Bobby 

previously stated, there is no theme 
contest this month. The next theme 
contest will be in July, and the theme 
is “Groovy” (That 60’s show). any 

subject matter from the decade of the 
1960’s will be eligible. This will mean 
that military subjects from Vietnam are 
eligible, as well as real space vehicles 
from the same time period. also…just 
in case you don’t realize it, The Original 
Star Trek series was on in the 60’s so 
any subject from that series would also 
be ok. We should have a table full of 
theme models in July.
 While we’re on the theme 

subject, I’d like to congratulate Charlie 
Lockard for his victory in last month’s 
theme contest. Please see the Winner’s 
circle column for more info on Charlie’s 
wonderful JU-52.
One last item. as I write this, it is 

just a few days past Memorial day. This 
year, I was struck by a thought. I was 
surfing the web, looking for reference 
photos for a model I’m working on, and 
I came across a small blurb. It showed 
just how many soldiers died in each of 
our wars. While the number is large, 
it struck me that I was not just look-
ing at numbers, but that each number 
represented a life given for our freedom. 
and the whole somberness and rever-
ence of Memorial Day was brought into 
sharp focus. Memorial Day is not a day 
to celebrate the start of Summer like 
most of the retail establishments have 
co-opted it into, and while it is a day to 
thank those who have served, (like we 
should do everyday), it is more a day to 
remember those who paid the ultimate 
price for our freedom. as Retired USaF 
Colonel Walter Hitchcock first said, 
“Freedom isn’t free.”
Next time you’re looking down on 

that tank or aircraft model, take some 
time to think about it’s time, and place 
in history. and think about the soldiers 
that served, and fought, and died, dur-
ing those conflicts.
OK, enough reality. Enjoy the 

newsletter, and remember, “IT’S JUST 
a FREakIN’ HOBBy!,” now go build 
something!!
Sincerely yours in styrene, Tommy 

kortman.  n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

DVSM members listen with rapt attention as Bob conducts the May business meeting. 
Photos by Tommy Kortman. 
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Airspeed Horsa glider, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

C-17, 1/144, by Joe Volz

USS Texas, circa 1927, 1/700, by Howard Rifkin

Dassault Mirage, 1/48, by Joe Leonetti

C-121G Constellation, 1/144, by Mike Turco

USS Texas, circa 1914, 1/700, by Howard Rifkin

Brewster F2a Buffalo, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

Supermarine Stanraer, 1/72, by Matt Elkan

May Meeting Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman



Fairey Battle, 1/72, by Matt Elkan

A-10 Warthog, 1/48, by Marty Bloom

McDonnell-Douglas DC-10, 1/200, by Joe Volz

Douglas C-47 Skytrain, 1/72, by Joe Leonetti

Messerschmitt Bf-109G, 1/32, by Sean Hagerty

Embraer E-170, 1/144, by Joe Volz

’41 Chevrolet Pickup, 1/25, by Greg Hogg

’50 Chevy Pickup, 1/25, by David Anderson

May Meeting Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman



78th Frasier Highlander, 54mm, by Joe Vattilana

“Ice Cream Truck” & Beer Wagon” show rods, 1/25 & 1/24, by 
Don Senner

Polish TKS “Tankette,” 1/35, by Paul Tomczak

May Meeting Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman

Monthly 
Theme 
Contests
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  a personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the 
following meeting.

JaNuary Winner: Joe Volz

“In The Beginning”

February Winner: paul Kopczynski

“Winter Woolies”

MarCh  Winner: Joe Volz

“Alternative Power”

apriL Winner: Vince buonfiglio

“Heavyweights”

May  Winner: Charlie Lockard

“Service With a Smile”

JuNe

Gold, Silver & Bronze Contest

JuLy

“Groovy- That 60’s show”

auguST

“Life’s a Beach”

SepTeMber

“Pushing the Envelope”

OCTOber: 

“Black Out”

NOVeMber:     

“Adversaries” All entries     
must have 2 models!

DeCeMber

Favorite Five contest



While searching around on the Internet 
for info on swivel knives, I came across 
the X-acto Z Blades that a few Ebay sell-
ers had up for sale. I hadn’t seen these 

before in stores or shows and thought about picking some 
up. I asked the salesman at my local hobby shop if he had 
any, but he claimed he never heard of them. From that I 
gathered they are relatively new and so decided to write 
something about them for the newsletter.
X-Acto claims the Z Blades are sharper and more 

durable than the regular blades.  
Having just run out of regular 
#11s (or possibly misplacing 
them; things like that are 
happening more frequently to me as time goes by), 
I decided to give them a try. These new blades have 
a zirconium nitride (ZrN) coating. ZrN is a hard 
ceramic material. according to manufacturers, “it is 
commonly used for coating medical devices, industrial 
parts, automotive and aerospace components and 
other parts subject to high wear and corrosive 
environments. It is also used in refractories, cermets1 
and laboratory crucibles. ZrN has a unique ability to 
reduce the build-up edge on cutting tools and leave a 
better surface finish on materials its machined.”  

Sounded good to me. I dove in and bought a 100-blade pack for $38 from 
an Ebay seller. a comparative X-acto regular #11 100-blade pack is selling for 
around $23, although knock-offs can be had for less. There are #11 Z-Blades 
in packs of five, but those are going for about $5 each. The 100-blade pack is 
much less costly per blade. 
As seen in the photo, the #11 Z-Blades are slightly longer than the regular 

ones and they have a slightly enlarged and rounded tip. The honed blade edge 
of the Z Blade is wider than the regular blade and has a golden cast to it from 
the ZrN deposit. 
For me, the tip is what goes first and it is frustrating when it bends or 

breaks off, always too early in the blade’s life.  Because of that, I use the #24 
blades more often than not, but the #11s are better for the fine cuts needed for 
chores like Bare Metal Foil and some decal trimming. So the enhanced tip of 
the Z-Blade is an improvement.
I’m now on my second Z-Blade. I can report that they are sharp and are lasting 

at least twice as long as the regular #11 blades did for me. So far, I’ve used them 
for cutting masking tape, Bare Metal Foil and aluminum tape. I recommend giving 
them a try. n

1 Cermet:  A material consisting of processed ceramic particles bonded with metal and 
used in high-strength and high-temperature applications. Also called ceramal.

report: x-acto 
 Z Series blades
         by Mike Turco

Regular X-Acto #11 on 
left, Z Series #11 on right.

Nursing 
Home 
Resident 
Needs Kits 
to Build

Member Chris 
Schwach is on 
the staff at a local 

nursing home where one of the 
residents, Emil, enjoys building 
models to pass the time. 

Chris has asked for 
donations of any complete, 
unbuilt kits you no longer 
have an interest in building. 
Subject matter is not especially 
important, though military 
models are preferred, with 72nd 
scale aircraft being particular 
favorites.

Anyone who’s spent time 
in a nursing facility as a patient 
or as a visitor will know that 
they’re not a lot of fun, and 
being able to enjoy your hobby 
there would make the stay much 
easier.

If you have any kits you’d 
like to contribute for this 
gentleman’s pleasure, please 
bring them to a meeting. If 
Chris is not able to attend, John 
Goschke will collect the kits and 
pass them along to Chris.

Thanks! n



or aftermarket parts installed. Charlie did use Eduard Masks 
for painting the cockpit glass. It plane is painted with Vallejo 
air brush colors, and the entire build only took him 2 weeks. 
(This author wants to know his secret.) Charlie says he built 
it just for the theme contest. WELL DONE Charlie!!
Now, let’s give you all a little history about the proto-

type. This is my favorite part by the way. This info is taken 
from Wikipedia. 
The Junkers Ju 52, nicknamed “Tante Ju” (“auntie Ju”) 

and “Iron annie,” was a tri-motor transport aircraft manu-
factured from 1932 to 1945. It saw both civilian and military 
service during the 1930s and 1940s. In a civilian role, it flew 
with over 12 air carriers, including Swissair and Luft Hansa 
as an airliner and freight hauler. In a military role, it flew 
with the Luftwaffe as a troop and cargo transport and briefly 
as a medium bomber. The Ju 52 continued in postwar ser-
vice with military and civilian air fleets well into the 1980s.
The Ju 52 was similar to the company’s previous 

Junkers W33, although larger. In 1930, Ernst Zindel and his 
team designed the Ju 52 at the Junkers works at Dessau. 
The aircraft’s unusual corrugated duralumin metal skin, 
pioneered by Junkers during World War I, strengthened the 
whole structure.
The Ju 52 had a low cantilever wing, the midsection of 

which was built into the fuselage, forming its underside. 
It was formed around four pairs of circular cross section 
duralumin spars with a corrugated surface that provided 
torsional stiffening. a narrow control surface, with its outer 
section functioning as the aileron, and the inner section 
functioning as a flap, ran along the whole trailing edge of 
each wing panel, well separated from it. The inner flap sec-
tion lowered the stalling speed and the arrangement became 
known as the Doppelflügel, or “double wing”.
The outer sections of this operated differentially as 

ailerons, projecting slightly beyond the wing tips with 
control horns. The strutted horizontal stabilizer carried 
horn-balanced elevators which again projected and showed 
a significant gap between them and the stabilizer, which was 
adjustable in-flight. all stabilizer surfaces were corrugated.
The fuselage was of rectangular section with a domed 

decking, all covered with corrugated light alloy. There was a 
port side passenger door just aft of the wings, with windows 
stretching forward to the pilots’ cabin. The main under-
carriage was fixed and divided; some aircraft had wheel 
fairings, others not. There was a fixed tail skid, or later tail 
wheel. Some aircraft were fitted with floats or skis instead of 
the main wheels.
in its original configuration, designated the Ju 52/1m, 

the Ju 52 was a single-engine aircraft, powered by either a 
BMW or Junkers liquid-cooled engine. However, the single-
engine model was underpowered, and after seven proto-
types had been completed, all subsequent Ju 52s were built 
with three radial engines as the Ju 52/3m (drei motoren - 
“three engines”). Originally powered by three Pratt & Whit-

ney Hornet radial engines, later production models mainly 
received 770 hp BMW 132 engines, a license-built refinement 
of the Pratt & Whitney design. Export models were also built 
with 600 hp Pratt & Whitney Wasp R-1340 and 775 hp Bristol 
Pegasus VI engines. The two wing-mounted radial engines 
of the Ju 52/3m had full-chord cowlings and were noticeably 
toed-out, from being mounted at an almost perpendicular 
angle to the wing’s tapered leading edge. The central engine 
had a half-chord cowling like a Townsend ring as the fuse-
lage behind it was increasing in diameter, though some later 
aircraft had deeper cowlings. Production Ju 52/3m aircraft 
usually used an air start system to turn over their trio of 
radial engines, using a common compressed air supply that 
also operated the main wheels’ brakes.
in 1934, Junkers received orders to produce a bomber 

version of the Ju 52/3m to serve as interim equipment for the 
bomber units of the still secret Luftwaffe until it could be re-
placed by the purpose-designed Dornier Do 11. Two bomb-
bays were fitted, capable of holding up to 1,500 kg (3,300 ) of 
bombs, while defensive armament consisted of two 7.92mm 
MG 15 machine guns, one in an open dorsal position, and 
one in a retractable “dustbin” ventral position, which could 
be manually winched down from the fuselage to protect the 
aircraft from attacks from below. The bomber could be easily 
converted to serve in the transport role. The Dornier Do 
11 was a failure, however, and the Junkers ended up being 
acquired in much larger numbers than at first expected, 
with the type being the Luftwaffe’s main bomber until more 
modern aircraft such as the Heinkel He 111, Junkers Ju 86 
and Dornier Do 17 entered into service.
The Ju 52 first saw military service in the Spanish Civil 

War against the Spanish Republic. It was one of the first 
aircraft delivered to the fraction of the army in revolt in July 
1936 as both a bomber and transport. In the former role, 
it participated in the bombing of Guernica. No more of the 
bomber variant were built after this war, though it was again 
used as a bomber during the bombing of Warsaw during the 
Invasion of Poland of September 1939. The Luftwaffe then 

Winner’s Circle: Junker Ju-52/3M Continued from page 1

Charlie used Eduard masks to assist in painting the canopy.



2013 Theme Contest point Standings to Date

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 4 4 4 3 2      17
Volz, Joe 5 2 5  3      15
Rakos, Rod 3 3 1 3 1      11
kopczynski, Paul 1 5 2        8
anderson, Dave 2 1 1 4 3      11
Bonfigillo, Vince   3 5       8
Tomczak, Paul 1 2  4 1      8
Sandone, Nick 1 2 1 2       6
Lockard, Charlie 1 3 1  5      10
Ursino, Lou 3   2       5
Hogg, Greg 1  1 3 4      9
Stark, John   4        4
Rifkin, Howard 1 1  2       4
Cicconi, Bob 1   3       4
Senner, Don 1  2  1      4
Goschke, John 1   2       3
Vattilana, Joe   1 2 1      4
Leonetti, Joe    3 1      4
Haas, Butch    3       3
Scheidemantle, Dennis   2        2
Jones, keith    2       2
Levy, Dennis 1          1
Marciante, Steve 1          1

relied on the Ju 52 for transport roles 
during World War II, including para-
troop drops.
The first major operation for 

this aircraft in Western-Europe was 
in the attack on the Netherlands on 
May 10, 1940, where the Ju 52s were 
deployed in the first large-scale air 
attack with paratroops in history 
during the Battle for The Hague. No 
less than 280 Ju 52s were lost in that 
venture and in other places in the 
country, due to varying circumstanc-
es, among which were accurate and 
effective Dutch anti-aircraft defenses 
and German mistakes in using soggy 
airfields not able to support the heavy 
craft. Thus, almost an entire year’s 
production was lost in the Nether-
lands.
The Ju 52 were also used in the 

Battle of Crete in May 1941. Lightly 
armed, and with a top speed of only 
265 km/h (165 mph) – half that of a 
contemporary Hurricane – the Ju 52 
was very vulnerable to fighter attack 
and an escort was always necessary 
when flying in a combat zone. Many 
Ju 52s were shot down by anti-air-
craft guns and fighters while trans-

porting supplies, most notably during 
the desperate attempt to resupply the 
trapped German Sixth army during 
the final stages of the Battle of Stalin-
grad in the winter of 1942-1943.
During the final phase of the 

North african Campaign, 24 Ju 52s 
were shot down in the infamous 
“Palm Sunday Massacre” on 18 april 
1943, another 35 staggered back to 
Sicily and crash-landed. The trans-
ports’ escort, Jagdgeschwader 27, 
claimed just one enemy fighter.
The floatplane version served 

during the Norwegian Campaign in 
1940, and later in the Mediterranean 
theatre. Some Ju 52s, both floatplanes 
and landplanes, were also used as 
minesweepers, known as Minensuch 

aircraft in German, fitted with a 14 m 
diameter current-carrying ring under 
the airframe to create a magnetic 
field which triggered the mines.
hitler used a Luft Hansa Ju 52 for 

campaigning the 1932 German elec-
tion, preferring flying to transport via 
train. after he became German Chan-
cellor in 1933, Hans Baur became his 
personal pilot, and Hitler was pro-
vided with a personal Ju 52. Named 
Immelmann II after the World War I 
ace Max Immelmann, it carried the 
designation D-2600. as his power and 
importance grew, Hitler’s personal 
air force grew to nearly 50 aircraft, 
based at Berlin Tempelhof airport 
and made up of mainly Ju 52s, which 
also flew other members of his cabi-
net and war staff. In September 1939 
at Baur’s suggestion, his personal 
Ju 52 was replaced by a four-engine 
Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Condor, although 
Immelman II remained his back-up 
aircraft for the rest of the war.
That’s it for now. Remember, NO 

THEME CONTEST this month. July’s 
theme “Groovy” (That 60’s Show). 
That is all. We now return you to your 
regularly scheduled program.  n

Winner’s Circle: Junker Ju-52-3M Continued from page 7

Charlie’s model is built “out-of-the-box” 
from the Revell 1/48th scale kit.



Support the
Local hobby Shops
ThaT SuppOrT Our CLub

MaiN LiNe hObbieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

bNb hObby & TraiN DepOT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

NeW CONCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K hObbieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hObbyMaSTerS, iNC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z hObbieS, iNC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USa, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USa! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do i give? adult, 1 year: $25. adult, 2 years: $49. 
adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do i get? a membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USa National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USa Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USa brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


